
Don’t know how to
start saving for college?

A FINANCIAL
PROFESSIONAL
CAN HELP

Many parents want 
to save for college 
– but could use a
helping hand

While most parents want to help pay for 
their children’s college education, it can 
certainly be overwhelming. 

Fortunately, a financial professional can 
help take the stress and uncertainty out of 
funding your children’s college education.

Parents say college 
is their #1 savings 

priority, yet families are 
on track to cover only 
27% of anticipated 

college costs.1

Only 59% of parents
indicate they have 
a financial plan in 

place to reach college 
savings goals.2

Parents plan to 
cover an average of 
69% of the total
cost of college.1

Financial professionals can help 

parents avoid making common 

savings mistakes, including: 

not having a college funding plan, 

missing potentially beneficial state 

tax deductions or investing in a plan 

with high program expenses.3

85% of parents with
a financial professional 
say working with one 
gives them peace of 
mind about the college 
planning process.1

90% of parents with
a financial professional
have started saving 
for college.4

Make a college 
game plan with 
your financial 
professional
Parents may opt to work with a 
financial professional to select the 
college savings plan that best fits 
their needs and help maximize 
their investments. But financial 
professionals can assist with much 
more than that when it comes 
to college planning.

89% of families with an
education savings plan 
feel more confident they 
made the right financial 
decisions regarding paying 
for college.2

Reasons parents turn to financial professionals 
for help with college savings:
• Setting specific education savings goals
• Guidance on financial aid, scholarship

opportunities and how to navigate the
application process

• Weighing the costs and benefits of different
academic programs

• Budgeting for college expenses
• Advising on the best ways to withdraw

education savings funds

Financial professionals also want to make 
sure their clients get the best return on their 
investment when it comes to paying for college. 

That means helping families determine the 
most appropriate school choice for the student 
based on tuition cost, choice of major and 
expected starting salary.5

TALK TO A FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL TODAY ABOUT THE BENEFITS 
OF INVESTING IN A SCHOLAR’S EDGE 529 PLAN.

1 https://www.fidelity.com/bin-public/060_www_fidelity_com/documents/about-fidelity/FidelityInvestments2022CollegeSavingsIndicator.pdf
2 https://www.salliemae.com/content/dam/slm/writtencontent/Research/HowAmericaPaysforCollege2022.pdf
3 https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2020/02/20/advisors-advice-8-major-college-savings-mistakes-clients-make/
4 https://www.fidelity.com/bin-public/060_www_fidelity_com/documents/about-fidelity/college-savings-indicator-2020-fact-sheet.pdf
5 https://www.savingforcollege.com/articles/youre-saying-my-financial-advisor-can-help-me-plan-for-college-672

Scholar’s Edge® (“Scholar’s Edge” or the “Plan”) is operated as a qualified tuition program offered and sponsored by The Education Trust Board of New Mexico (the “Board”) and is available to all U.S. 
residents. Ascensus College Savings Recordkeeping Services, LLC is the Program Manager for Scholar’s Edge and Principal Funds Distributor, Inc. is the distributor of Scholar’s Edge. Principal Global 
Investors, LLC, (“PGI”), an affiliated company of the Distributor and a member company of the Principal Financial Group®, serves as the investment advisor to the Plan. Responsibilities of PGI include providing 
recommendations to the Board for the Underlying Investments in which the Scholar’s Edge Portfolios invest, monitoring and rebalancing the asset allocations for the Year of Enrollment and Target Risk Portfolios, 
and monitoring the Portfolios’ compliance with the Board’s Investment Policy Statement and applicable law. The Program Manager is not affiliated with any member company of Principal Financial Group. 

Accounts in Scholar’s Edge are not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other government agency. The securities held in the Plan accounts are neither FDIC insured nor 
guaranteed and may lose value. The Board has no legal obligation to provide financial support to the Plan or Plan accounts, and you should not expect that the Board will provide financial support to the Plan at 
any time. Account Owners do not invest in, and do not have ownership or other rights relating to the underlying investments held by the Plan’s investment options. The underlying investments are not deposits or 
obligations of any bank, are not guaranteed by any bank, are not insured by the FDIC or any other agency, and involve investment risks, including the possible loss of the principal amount invested. 

This material is provided for general and educational purposes only, and is not intended to provide legal, tax or investment advice, or for use to avoid penalties that may be imposed under U.S. federal and state 
tax laws. Contact your attorney, tax professional or other financial professional regarding your specific legal, investment or tax situation. Some states offer favorable tax treatment to their residents only if they 
invest in the home state’s own plan. 

Investors should consider before investing whether their or their designated beneficiary’s home state offers any state tax or other benefits that are only available for investments in such state’s qualified 
tuition program, such as financial aid, scholarship funds, and protection from creditors, and should consult their tax advisor. 

Before investing in Scholar’s Edge, investors should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses associated with the Plan’s municipal fund securities. The Plan Description and 
Participation Agreement contains this and other information about the Plan, and may be obtained by asking your financial professional, by visiting scholarsedge529.com or calling 1.866.529.SAVE 
(1.866.529.7283). Investors should read these documents carefully before investing. 

Scholar’s Edge® is distributed by Principal Funds Distributor, Inc. a FINRA Member 
711 High Street
Des Moines, IA 50392

Securities and advisory products offered through Principal Securities, Inc., 800-247-1737, 
Member SIPC, and/or independent broker/dealers. Principal Funds Distributor, Inc. and Principal Securities are members of Principal Financial Group®, Des Moines, IA 50392. 

Scholar’s Edge® and the Scholar’s Edge® Logo are registered trademarks of The Education Trust Board of New Mexico used under license. 
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